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Press Release

 Business Relocates to Acadiana Regional Airport

IDF Welcomes Vortex Helicopters, Inc.

New Iberia, LA, March 23, 2006:  The Iberia Industrial Development Foundation (IDF) is pleased to announce the relocation of Vortex Helicopters, Inc. to the Acadiana Regional Airport. Vortex Helicopters, Inc., the first established civilian flight school on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, recently made its move from Long Beach, Mississippi to Iberia Parish.  Vortex Helicopters, Inc. opened in 1990 to meet the growing demand for a flight school in the Gulf Region and over the past 15 years has remained committed to producing highly competent, well trained pilots to enter the aviation community and competitive job market of the industry. 

Vortex, owned by Joe and Mary Sheeran, is now up and running in New Iberia providing quality training to an enrollment of over 100 students. Classroom training is currently being provided at a temporary location until construction on the new facility is complete.  Target completion on the facility has been set for late May. Mr. Sheeran commented, “We are thrilled to be in Iberia and are happy to be involved in the business arena here.  We look forward to getting into our new facility very soon and continue to take pride in the fact that we will are able to continue to supply much needed pilots to the workforce as students complete our program.”   

The Iberia Industrial Development Foundation was happy to work in conjunction with Louisiana Economic Development and Governor Blanco’s Office over the last several months to ensure the smooth transition from Long Beach for Vortex and it’s 20 employees. In addition, IDF was instrumental in connecting Vortex with the Louisiana Technical College to form a partnership to facilitate student enrollment. This partnership will enable the students to have better access to student loans, additional VA benefits and other possible grants. Mike Tarantino, Executive Director of the Iberia Industrial Development Foundation, commented,  “IDF was happy to connect Vortex to the resources that would enable them to get up and running in Iberia, and we appreciate the investment that Vortex has made in this already growing market here.” 

For more information about Vortex Helicopters, Inc. log on to www.vortex-helicopters.com or contact the Louisiana Technical College- Teche Area Campus for information specific to enrollment. 
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